Trailer Sailing in Cornwall & Devon By Brian Roberts
A New Experi ence.

The last Friday in July found me crewing for Dennis Marsden aboard Weasel, his
Etap 22. W were at Calstock on the river Taner. The first to arrive on the
expedition organised by the Trailer Sailer Association we were to be joined by
Norman in his Dehler 25 and boats from Newcastle on Tyne, M ddl esbrough and
Sout hport. Anmbitiously we were to finish the cruise at Poole Harbour. This is
not a bl ow by bl ow account of the voyage, rather a few inpressions.

Launchi ng and recovery can be the easy way - up and down a gently sloping slip
or the hard way. Launching was easy. Recovery was the hard way at Topsliem
Sailing Cub for the 3 asson contingent. The advantage was it was cheap. The
di sadvantage the steep ranp with a dog |l eg near the top. The ranp was normally
used for dayboats. Several of the C ub nmenbers gathered to watch the

proceedi ngs. These required the conbined skills of heavy haul age contractor,
rigger, slipwight and suprene optimst. The locals were pressed into service
as human counterwei ghts to prevent Norman(s boat and trailer tipping up
backwards down the steep slope. The dog |l eg was negotiated in steps pulling the
trailer with ropes offset round a netal post to one side. The entertai nnent

| asted for nore than three hours. The O ub nenbers enjoyed the spectacle so
much they provided us with free tea and cake afterwards.

Weasel Gs instruments were interesting. the Decca suffered from senile decay.
had to tell it were we were nore tines than it could tell me. Dennis maintained
the probl em arose because we were often Ganchored up the creekO |Omsure it
was the Decca that was up the creek. The Etap 22 sailed very well being close
wi nded and fast for it3s length, but 7+ knots in a noderate to fresh breeze?
comrented that perhaps it was a little fast. Dennis assured ne it had been
calibrated. How? | queried. OAgainst Captain Ps AldenO | was told!

In the River Yealmthere is a nooring pontoon anchored but not connected to the
shore. The tide was running swiftly at nearly right angles under it. A fresh
breeze was bl owing onto the pontoon in nearly the sane direction as the tide. W
were noored on the down tide down wind side so if we left before the tide
changed (which we did) welQd have no problens. Not so those on the other side.
The 350 French boat lay innocently to the pontoon. The departing English boat
about the sane size, just in front. The skipper, red tee shirt, red boat, was
the voluble type. Hi s chosen technique for departure was to get the bows

poi nti ng away from the pontoon sonewhat, give the engine full ahead and steer
inthe OightOdirection. O course, wind and tide got himand he crashed into
the French boat. He got free, circled, tossed a note of his nanme and address
ashore and departed. He wasn't going to risk an attenpt at berthing. This |eft
a much sought after gap on the pontoon. It was only a few m nutes before it was
spotted by an English 30 footer. The French were still inspecting and listing
the danage. The new arrival nade straight for the vacant place on a course past
the French. Yes, you're right. The wind and tide got himand he hit the French
boat. He was extricated and tide al ongsi de and the process of danmage assessnent
agai n gone through. The next boat on the scene was another 30 footer French
boat. By now all the ghouls were gathering. The French passed by their
conpatriots and appeared to be asking pernmission to raft alongside. OAt |east
theyO | be able to argue out damage clains in a conmon | anguageO observed one
ghoul . The newcorer conpleted it3s circle and started to come al ongside itCs



conmpatriot. Crew nenber at the bows with Iine ready, crew nmenber at the stern
with line ready. Crew ready to take lines on all the noored boat. To the

di sappoi ntment of the onl ookers, indeed their enbarrassnment, the hel msman on
the arriving boat conpensated expertly for the wind and tide and brought it

al ongsi de his conpatriot barely toucing fenders. In a thrice lines were passed
and secured. The French had shown the British howto do it and they knew it.

Denni sGCs di aphragm Yet another heads story but true. The sea toilet in Wase
is a masterpiece. To operate turn on the sea cocks. You are then confronted by
two punps - one in and one out. The technique was to punp both together but one
had twice the capacity of the other requiring the dexterity of a drummer giving
two strokes with one hand to one with the other. Q1 not dwell on the
consequences of getting all this out of synch. The punps are exposed on the

bul khead. Dennis threw sone Chard paper®? into the toilet. He punped. The punps
resisted. He applied sone force. No effect. More force still. Bang - the

di aphragm split and a jet of ? caught Dennis. Thus began the quest for a new
one. He did find one, fitted it and now punps with caution

By Topshei m Norman(s daughters, Elizabeth and Fiona had joined his boat. Wen a
lorry load of marines arrived and enbarked on a river boat they thought it was
the Isle of Man

Ask Dennis to tell the story of his Yorkshire Bank card in the Barclays Bank
hole in the wall!

We were in the pub on 29th July, W were in the pub every night except one.
Mai n neal preparation is not so easy on a snmaller trailer sailer. Pub grub is
the order of the day.If you do eat on board you go to the pub anyway. At the
end of the meal | was presented with a birthday pudding conplete with candle
and a card signed by all the party. | was so touched | couldn® bring nyself to
tell themthey were exactly one week | ate.

Goi ng aground in a drop keel yacht, providing it is in a nmuddy or sandy estuary
is not too serious for the boat. In what is a well marked channel itGs
enbarrassing for the crew The screw for raising the keel is at the foot of the
mast, requires the strength of an ox to operate the ratchet handle and is 179
turns fromdown to up. Wnding like hell, red in the face, perspiring and
uttering nautical oaths you cant pretend youlre carrying out some routine deck
work. When it came to renmoving the rudder( not our boat) it is all very
entertaining for the others.

Wuld | go trailer sailing again? Yes. The passages are shorter. There®s nore
pilotage. 1t3s nore interesting to sail in an area you don& know. The
localities were very varied fromthe flesh pots of Torquay Marina with its
multistory floating gin palaces to the deserted upper reaches of the R ver
Yeal m And the conpany was great.



